ARTICLE 27
TENNIS
BOYS AND GIRLS

Section 1. RULES

A 1.

All matches will be played according the USTA Rui¢hich can be found in “A Friend at Court” or at
the website: www.usta.com-rules/officialsclick on Rules, The Code. Except for any RIIL Special
Rules listed below or in the manual/RIIL Bulletins.

All individuals and team match play will be the bafsthree (3) sets, boys play traditional scoring with
a 12 point Coman Tie Breaker, and girls play no adisgarith a 12 point Coman Tie Breaker.

Coman Tie Breaker Procedure: This requires the &&breto be played with the players changing
ends after the 1st point and thereafter every 4 points.

An athlete may participate on only one (1) tennis tarrmg a school year.

All communications concerning tennis must go througtptbper chain of command: Coach, Athletic
Director, or Principal.

Protests/complaints must be reported to the Dire€fbennis immediately

The director of Tennis and the Tennis Committeel stmle the authority to establish as many
divisions as necessary and shall establish the fofnahe State Championship Playoffs subject to
approval of the Committee.

The sites for all tournaments will be decided by theedbor of Tennis and announced at the

interpretation meeting. These sitedl not be changedand, if there is a rain date, the sites will be th

same for the rain date.

a. Team uniforms must be worn for all matcres tournaments. Players will not be allowed to play
if this is not followed.

b. All teams must have scoring devices, center stnaghg minimum of four (4) courts.

c. In League matches, the home team must supply §é8vaew cans of balls. Each singles player or
doubles team must bring a new can of balls to the ggraéihd main draw, winner of match gets
new can, lower gets used one. In team tourneys, eachnteist bring seven (7) new cans of balls.

d. A Home Team representative must read the Blue li&dore the start of the team match.

C. LATENESS IN REGULAR MATCHES, INDIVIDUAL TOURNAMBNTS AND PLAYOFFS

1.

League Matches
Per RIIL Rules and Regulations, all RIIL League scheduiatthes are to be played — no forfeits are

allowed (see Article 6, Section 11).

Individual Tourney
The coach and player(s) are responsible for knothiagite and times of tournament matches.

The Coach and player(s) must be present 15 minutes pribetposted start time as stated on the
Interscholastic League website. If the player is runtatey the coach must call the Director/Designee
as well as to the Coach/Athletic Director of thba to be played.

Lateness for match penalties (page 3, FAC)

5:00 minutes or less: Loss of Toss, plus one game
5:01-10:00 minutes: Loss of Toss, 2 games
10:00-15:00 minutes: Loss of Toss, 3 games

More than 15 minutes: Default

This rule will be enforced by the Tournament Directad/an Director of Tennis. All communications
will be to the Director of Tennis via the coaches.

Team Tournaments
A coach is responsible for knowing the site and tiofesl tournament team matches.

Coach and players must be present fifteen (15) minuteistp the posted start time as stated on the
Interscholastic website.

If a team is running late, the coach must call the @aréDesignee as well as the coach and/or athletic
director of the school to be played.



All team tournament team matches are to be played.

D. EACH SCHOOL MUST SUBMIT A RANKING OF ITS SINGLES AYERS AND DOUBLES TEAMS
IN ORDER OF ABILITY TO THE DIRECTOR OF TENNIS PRIORO THE FIRST RIIL MATCH.
Failure to do so will result in a forfeit. Re-rankiofjplayers will be permitted during the season under
these conditions:

1.

Pre-season rankings — To arrive at this Ladder, all reirRiayers are already ranked based upon
where they were at the end of last year on the sirlgiider. New players can challenge at the
placement the coach deems appropriate, based on thijr. abil

Coaches are required to keep a log of ladder matchesifip arey ranking changes. The log is to be
dated and signed by the players involved and the new l&aixkedl to the Director of Tennis (Girls:
Elizabeth Legault Fax: 727-6157 and Boys: Kevin McNamara :F.384-8753).

A Single Player or Doubles Team can only move up or dom positionon the ladder between
League matches said change being based on a challenge match.

No change of ranking is allowed when back-to-back mattiies place.

Each school must submit a ranking list to the DirectoFemnis before the start of the playoffs. No
change in this line-up will be allowed after the starttloé playoffs. _RANKINGS WILL BE
LOCKED. THERE WILL BE NO MORE CHALLENGES

E. League Matches will consist of four (4) singles and tiid@elouble matches. No Singles player may enter
Doubles.

1. Before play starts coaches will exchange a copy opthesent team ladder with players arranged
according to their known ability in Singles and Doubles

2. A coach MUST play the best 4 singles players and theJedsubles teams according to their
ranked ability. Any combination of players may be useBaoubles, provided that #1 has proven
that it beats #2 and #2 beats #3 and #3 beats #4.

3. In case of illness, injury or absence from a mattoh,coach must move their playersane rank
i.e., two to one, three to two, four to three, fivefdaar. Doubles must be played in the same
manner; again the best must play #1.

4. If a team cannot provide sufficient players for a maitohill forfeit the third doubles match.

1. Team scoring — The team winning four (4) of sevem@ches will be the winner.

2. All matches must be completed. By mutual agreemeathas may waive this right. Any team
which defaults without the agreement of the opposingtcedlt forfeit the entire team match.

3. Super tie-breaker: If the team match has been decidegtanaihing matches on court have split
sets, a super tie-breaker should be played instead 8f'thet. If the score in thé*3et is 1-1, 2-
2, etc., the above should be played. The winner of a siegereakers is the player who wins ten
points and leads a by a margin of two points. If themist decided and the players are in tfie 1
set an 8 game pro-set should be played (tie breakeilat 8 a

G. Coaching: When coaches may talk to players
Guidelines from USTA Rules #3- (coaching is considerdometoommunication, advice or instruction of any
kind, audible or visible to a player.) FAC p. 31

1. A coach may coach a player at any time during the hmsdclong as they do not interfere with
play, and also after the third game and any subsequent chesgéest period) they may coach
for 1 minute. At the end of each set they may lsdac 1 minute and thirty seconds.

Coaches allowed on Court — All Divisions

Where coaches may coach: A coach must site (or stémelfacilities dictate) near the net post.
A coach may change courts when his movements wilimetrupt play. Coaching is permitted
outside the fence perimeter. On an empty adjacent, dbertcoach may stand at the doubles
sideline on the same side as his own player. On thenepps side, he must remain at mid-court.
Coaches may coach within the lines of the Court dalyng a changeover or set break.

This is to clarity the above Rule: Use Common Ser@3saches must not change courts between
1% and 2° serve, or between points and should do so only at thefahe game or a change-over,
SO as not to interrupt play. In addition to the beloentioned places, coaches may stand in the
space between courts inside the fence perimeter.

2. If a coach cannot be at a match, an assistant caeditietic director or principal are the only
authorized personnel allowed to coacBpectator parents and players not on the court for
their match — may not coach at any time.

3. If a coach and assistant coach are present, they lagtlcwach players, but not the same player at
the same time.




4. Head coaches should introduce their assistant at mdtchesid any problems that may occur
with other coaches during the match.
5. Guidelines for Spectators: It is the coaches’ respditgito remind spectators of the guidelines.

H. Individual Tourney

1. The coach or a representative of the tédST be present at the seeding meeting in order for
their players to be placed in the draw. If extenuatingumstances prevent the coach from being
present at the meeting, they must contact the Direftdennis ahead of time and provide a list of
players they wish to be entered into the draw. Ifabeve is not followed, their player{s)ll not
be placed in the draw.

2. Coaches who want to have a singles player or doublesseadedMUST submit their names at
the seeding meeting. The names of all seeded playdrdenlisted on draw sheets. Seeded
playersmust play or they will bedefaulted. Seeded players may not substitute for other seeded
players or unseeded players. Unseeded players may natudabder seeded players, but may
substitute for other unseeded players provided they dosvef ability.

3. There will be a Division 1, 2, 3 and 4 Singles and Daubf@alifying Tournament held
concurrently on Friday, Saturday and Sunday in MayachEQualifying Tournament will be
completed to the last round that is required. Divisiam@ 4 Tourney will be combined.

4. No coaching in the Division 1 Singles and Doubles @uaagy Tourney. No coaching until the
round of 16 in the Division 2, 3 and 4 Singles. In regaodBoubles, no coaching until the
Quarterfinals of Division 2, 3 and 4.

5. A coach or a bona fide representative must be presehe @ualifiefand Main Draw for the
players from their school to compete.

6. The “round of 16” winners in Division 1, “Round of 8" winisein Division 2 and “Round of 8”
winners in combined Division 3 and 4 singles will competthanState Singles Tournament to be
held on Friday, Saturday and Sunday in May.

Lucky Loser — If a player or team is unable to go ®tiain draw, the player or team they beat
will take their place.

Reseeding — Players who upset seeds will be reseedediagdarevhere the coaches originally
placed them prior to the main draw. In singles Darisl will have 16 slots; Division 2 — 8 slots;
Division 3 and 4 — 8 slots. In Doubles: Div 1 (8) — Ri{4) — Div 3 and 4 (4).

7. Time between matches should be up to 30 minutes afteeavictory and up to 60 minutes for a
3-set victory. This should be at the discretion ofirector ONLY .

8. All Rounds in the Division 1 Qualifier will be the Bestt3 sets. Division 2, 3 andiay use an
8 game pro-set leading up to the Qualifying Roundraagsit be the Best of 3 sets in Round of 16
in Singles and Round of 8 in Doubles.

I. Team Tourney
There shall be a Champion in each Division. Co-Chambipresvard will be given in case of ties.
1. State Team Championship — Only Division 1 teams wily gta the State Championship. All
Division playoffs will consist of the Top 6 Teams (bydeed). Top 2 teams get a Bye, #4 plays
#5 and #3 plays #6 at the higher seed (if they have lightst,ifhigher seed gets to pick neutral
site with lights, (Girls’ Rule only) . #1 pays winrng’ and #2 plays winner 3-6.
2. Playoffs — All divisions will use a tie-breaking system 18 — 6" place. Ties.
The tie-breaking system for the Rhode Islanddnlmlastic League playoffs will be determined
in the order as they may be necessary:
Head-to-Head competition
Team match scores between the teams that are tied
Total sets lost between the teams that are tied
Total games won between the teams that are tied
Total match points won listed in standings as Points FQiPF).

®oo o

3. Playoffs — The championship playoffs will be conducted uride direction of the Director of
Tennis under a format determined by the Director of Termpgroved by the Principals’
Committee on Athletics, and published with the RIIL tensthedule. Both teams must bring 7
cans of balls. The winning team takes the new laaltsthe losing team takes the old balls. Score
cards must be brought by each team to neutral sites.



Div. 1 Div. 2 Div. 3 Div. 4

1 1 1 1
Bye Bye Bye Bye

4 4 4 4

5 5 5 5

3 3 3 3

6 6 6 6
Bye Bye Bye Bye

2 2 2 2

Playoffs - All Playoff Matches should be played only batDecision (Winner) then matches in progress
are abandoned

Officials — RIIL assigned officials shall have supervisminthe playing court from the start of the
match, unless otherwise designated until it is finishedthé absence of the Director of Tennis or an
RIIL appointed supervisor, the coaches of the respettams shall act as the officials of the RIIL
tennis match and shall supervissd matches in accordance with these rules. A coaust observe
all their matches and should not wander from the imatedourt area.

4. Reporting Results — The home team shall report thetseBumediately after the match to The
Providence Journal (277-7340 or 1-800-277-WATS) with the resultpdblication. The game
report must be sent to the Director of Tennis withirh@drs. It is the responsibility of every coach
to have exact records of the scores for each matéhease submit the game report form in your
packet. Home teams must record scores online at www.riil.org after each match. This helps
determine standings which are published.

5. Sportsmanship/Point Penalty System (From FAC USTA Reg$13-116

A. Point penalties will be imposed against a player for unsmanlike conduct during a RIIL
match and/or tournament such as:
1. Unreasonable delays after the warm-up period between oidtsvhen changing ends

and otherwise unreasonably delaying a match
2. Audible obscenity
3. Visible obscenity
4. Violently or with anger hitting (i.e., hitting the rackegaanst any type of surface),
kicking or throwing a tennis ball, racket or other equiptme

5. Verbal or physical abuse of any official, opponent, sgector other person
6. Disruptive behavior

B. Following are the penalties for the above violations:
1. Firstoffense — point
2. Secondoffense — game
3. Third offense — default

C. The imposition of penalties during a League match isgmilyna function of the coaches,
although the Director of Tennis or his/her delegate magyose penalties on the basis of
his/her observations. A penalty to be imposed by a cagamst an opposing player should
be preceded by a courtside conference of the coach involzed.mutual agreement can be
reached, a report must be made to the Director of Tenris/her delegate. If the Director
of Tennis or his/her delegate deems it necessary, a yenait be imposed on a future

maitch.
7. While normally the imposition of penalties will be amcordance with the basic table, a flagrantly
unsportsmanlike act may result in the imposition of an idiate penalty, even a default for a first
offense.






